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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1. A method for recording a messaging session, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

applying a distinguishable watermark to a plurality of 
message entries within a messaging session; and 

recording said plurality of messaging entries with said 
distinguishable watermark applied, such that an origin of said 
plurality of message entries is traceable according to said 
distinguishable watermark. 

2. The method for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 1, said method further comprising the step of: 

applying said distinguishable watermark and recording said 
plurality of messaging entries at a messaging server system 
communicatively connected via a network to a plurality of client 
systems accessible to a plurality of users. 
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3 . The method for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 1, said method further comprising the step of: 

applying said distinguishable watermark and recording said 
plurality of messaging entries at a separate one of a plurality 
of client systems communicatively connected via a network to said 
plurality of client systems accessible to a plurality of users. 

4 . The method for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 1, said method further comprising the step of: 

applying a plurality of distinguishable watermarks, each 
associated with a separate one of a plurality of users, to said 
plurality of message entries within a messaging session. 

5. The method for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 1, said step of applying a distinguishable watermark 
further comprising the step of: 

applying a textual watermark to said plurality of message 
entries within said messaging session. 

6. The method for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 1, said step of applying a distinguishable watermark 
further comprising the step of: 

applying a graphical watermark to said plurality of message 
entries within said messaging session. 
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7. The method for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 1, said step of applying a distinguishable watermark 
further comprising the step of: 

applying an audible watermark to said plurality of message 
entries within said messaging session. 

8. The method for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 1, said method further comprising the step of: 

transmitting said recording of said plurality of messaging 
entries with a plurality of watermarks applied to said plurality 
of users, wherein each of said plurality of watermarks 
corresponds to one from among a plurality of users participating 
in said messaging session. 

9. The method for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 1, said method further comprising the step of: 

storing said recording in a log file repository for tracing 
said origin of said plurality of message entries according to 
said distinguishable watermark. 
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10. The method for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 1, said method further comprising the step of: 

tracing a separate one of said plurality of message entries 
of said messaging session by comparing said separate one of said 
plurality of message entries with a plurality of watermarked 
recordings stored according to messaging session. 

11. The method for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 1, said method further comprising the step of: 

tracing a separate one of said plurality of message entries 
of a separate one of a plurality of users by comparing said 
separate one of said plurality of entries with a plurality of 
watermarked recordings stored according to said plurality of 
users . 

12 . The method for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 1, said method further comprising the step of: 

applying said distinguishable watermark in response to a 
user request to record said plurality of messaging entries with 
watermarking . 

13. The method for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 1, said method further comprising the step of: 

applying said distinguishable watermark to a plurality of 
message entries already recorded for said messaging session. 
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14. A system for recording a messaging session, said system 
comprising : 

a messaging server communicatively connected to a network; 

means for applying a distinguishable watermark to a 
plurality of message entries within a messaging session; and 

means for recording said plurality of messaging entries with 
said distinguishable watermark applied, such that an origin of 
said plurality of message entries is traceable according to said 
distinguishable watermark. 

15. The system for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 14, said system further comprising: 

means for applying a plurality of distinguishable 
watermarks, each associated with a separate one of a plurality of 
users, to said plurality of message entries within a messaging 
session. 

16. The system for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 14, said means for applying a distinguishable watermark 
further comprising: 

means for applying a textual watermark to said plurality of 
message entries within said messaging session. 
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17. The system for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 14, said means for applying a distinguishable watermark 
further comprising: 

means for applying a graphical watermark to said plurality 
of message entries within said messaging session. 

18. The system for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 14, said means for applying a distinguishable watermark 
further comprising: 

means for applying an audible watermark to said plurality of 
message entries within said messaging session. 

19. The system for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 14, said system further comprising: 

means for transmitting said recording of said plurality of 
messaging entries with a plurality of watermarks applied to said 
plurality of users, wherein each of said plurality of watermarks 
corresponds to one from among a plurality of users participating 
in said messaging session. 

20. The system for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 14, said system further comprising: 

means for storing said recording in a log file repository 
for tracing said origin of said plurality of message entries 
according to said distinguishable watermark. 
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21. The system for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 14, said system further comprising: 

means for tracing a separate one of said plurality of 
message entries of said messaging session by comparing said 
separate one of said plurality of message entries with a 
plurality of watermarked recordings stored according to messaging 
session. 

22. The system for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 14, said system further comprising: 

means for tracing a separate one of said plurality of 
message entries of a separate one of a plurality of users by 
comparing said separate one of said plurality of entries with a 
plurality of watermarked recordings stored according to said 
plurality of users. 

23. The system for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 14, said system further comprising: 

means for applying said distinguishable watermark in 
response to a user request to record said plurality of messaging 
entries with watermarking. 
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24. The system for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 14, said system further comprising: 

means for applying said distinguishable watermark to a 
plurality of message entries already recorded for said messaging 
session. 

25. A program for recording a messaging session, residing on a 
computer usable medium having computer readable program code 
means, said program comprising: 

means for controlling application of a distinguishable 
watermark to a plurality of message entries within a messaging 
session; and 

means for controlling recording of said plurality of 
messaging entries with said distinguishable watermark applied, 
such that an origin of said plurality of message entries is 
traceable according to said distinguishable watermark. 

26. The program for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 25, said program further comprising: 

means for controlling application of a plurality of 
distinguishable watermarks, each associated with a separate one 
of a plurality of users, to said plurality of message entries 
within a messaging session. 
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27. The program for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 25, said means for controlling application of a 
distinguishable watermark further comprising: 

means for controlling application of a textual watermark to 
said plurality of message entries within said messaging session. 

28. The program for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 25, said means for controlling application of a 
distinguishable watermark further comprising: 

means for controlling application of a graphical watermark 
to said plurality of message entries within said messaging 
session. 

29. The program for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 25, said means for controlling application of a 
distinguishable watermark further comprising: 

means for controlling application of an audible watermark to 
said plurality of message entries within said messaging session. 
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30. The program for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 25, said program further comprising: 

means for enabling transmission of said recording of said 
plurality of messaging entries with a plurality of watermarks 
applied to said plurality of users, wherein each of said 
plurality of watermarks corresponds to one from among a plurality 
of users participating in said messaging session. 

31. The program for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 25, said program further comprising: 

means for directing storage of said recording in a log file 
repository for tracing said origin of said plurality of message 
entries according to said distinguishable watermark. 

32. The program for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 25, said program further comprising: 

means for tracing a separate one of said plurality of 
message entries of said messaging session by comparing said 
separate one of said plurality of message entries with a 
plurality of watermarked recordings stored according to messaging 
session. 
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33. The program for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 25, said program further comprising: 

means for tracing a separate one of said plurality of 
message entries of a separate one of a plurality of users by 
comparing said separate one of said plurality of entries with a 
plurality of watermarked recordings stored according to said 
plurality of users. 

34. The program for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 25, said program further comprising: 

means for controlling application of said distinguishable 
watermark in response to a user request to record said plurality 
of messaging entries with watermarking. 

35. The program for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 25, said program further comprising: 

means for controlling application of said distinguishable 
watermark to a plurality of message entries already recorded for 
said messaging session. 
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36. A method for participating in a messaging session, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

participating in a messaging session by receiving a 
plurality of messaging entries from a plurality of users 
participating in said messaging session; and 

receiving a recording of said messaging session, wherein 
said plurality of message entries for said messaging session are 
watermarked, such that use of said recording of said messaging 
session is traceable according to a watermark. 

37. The method for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 36, said method further comprising the step 
of: 

requesting recording of said messaging session with 
watermarking of said plurality of message entries. 

38. The method for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 36, said method further comprising the step 
of: 



watermarking said recording of said messaging session. 
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39. The method for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 36, said method further comprising the step 
of: 

participating in said messaging session by transmitting 
watermarked message entries for access by said plurality of users 
participating in said messaging session. 

40. The method for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 36, said method further comprising the step 
of: 

submitting a watermarked entry to be traced according to 
said watermarking. 

41. A system for participating in a messaging session, said 
system comprising: 

a client messaging system communicatively connected to a 
network ; 

means for participating in a messaging session by receiving 
a plurality of messaging entries from a plurality of users 
participating in said messaging session; and 

means for receiving a recording of said messaging session, 
wherein said plurality of message entries for said messaging 
session are watermarked, such that use of said recording of said 
messaging session is traceable according to a watermark. 
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42. The system for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 41, said system further comprising: 

means for requesting recording of said messaging session 
with watermarking of said plurality of message entries. 

43. The system for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 41, said system further comprising: 

means for watermarking said recording of said messaging 
session. 

44. The system for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 41, said system further comprising: 

means for participating in said messaging session by 
transmitting watermarked message entries for access by said 
plurality of users participating in said messaging session. 

45. The system for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 41, said system further comprising: 

means for submitting a watermarked entry to be traced 
according to said watermarking. 
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46. A program for participating in a messaging session, residing 
on a computer usable medium having computer readable program code 
means, said program comprising: 

means for enabling participation in a messaging session by 
receiving a plurality of messaging entries from a plurality of 
users participating in said messaging session; and 

means for enabling reception of a recording of said 
messaging session, wherein said plurality of message entries for 
said messaging session are watermarked, such that use of said 
recording of said messaging session is traceable according to a 
watermark. 

47. The program for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 46, said program further comprising: 

means for enabling transmission of a request to record said 
messaging session with watermarking of said plurality of message 
entries . 

48. The program for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 46, said program further comprising: 

means for controlling watermarking of said recording of said 
messaging session. 
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49. The program for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 46, said program further comprising: 

means for enabling participation in said messaging session 
by transmitting watermarked message entries for access by said 
plurality of users participating in said messaging session. 

50. The program for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 46, said program further comprising: 

means for enabling submission of a watermarked entry to be 
traced according to said watermarking. 

51. A method for protecting received message entries, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a message entry in association with a messaging 
session at a client messaging system; and 

applying a watermark to said message entry, such that an 
origin of said message entry is traceable to said client 
messaging system. 
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52. A system for protecting received message entries, said 
system comprising: 

a client messaging system communicatively connected to a 
network to a messaging session; 

means for receiving a message entry in association with said 
messaging session at said client messaging system; and 

means for applying a watermark to said message entry, such 
that an origin of said message entry is traceable to said client 
messaging system. 

53. A program for protecting received message entries, residing 
on a computer usable medium having computer readable program code 
means, said program comprising: 

means for enabling reception of a message entry in 
association with a messaging session at a client messaging 
system; and 

means for controlling application of a watermark to said 
message entry, such that an origin of said message entry is 
traceable to said client messaging system. 
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54. A method for protecting message transmissions, said method 
comprising the step of: 

detecting a new message entry entered at a client messaging 
5 system; and 

applying a watermark to said new message entry prior to 
transmission for distribution within a messaging session, such 
that an origin of said new message entry is traceable to said 
io client messaging system. 

% 55. A system for protecting message transmissions, said system 
comprising: 

i\g a client messaging system communicatively connected to a 

^ network to a messaging session; 

fn means for detecting a new message entry entered at said 

g client messaging system; and 

means for applying a watermark to said new message entry 
prior to transmission for distribution within said messaging 
session, such that an origin of said new message entry is 
traceable to said client messaging system. 



25 



AUS920010396US1 



-48- 



56. A program for protecting message transmissions , residing on 
a computer usable medium having computer readable program code 
means, said program comprising: 

means for enabling detection of a new message entry entered 
at a client messaging system; and 

means for controlling application of a watermark to said new 
message entry prior to transmission for distribution within a 
messaging session, such that an origin of said new message entry 
is traceable to said client messaging system. 



